
Imagine Difference Coalition Call Notes 

4-21-16 

On Call:  Liz, Nancy, Rachel, Dianna 

Discussions  

1.  Debrief call with Nancy Thaler.   

 They presented data regarding the number of children in facilities for more than 6 months.  

Largest group by age was 13-17 year old; by disability label was behavioral health 

 Nancy T is planning to get a meeting of the relevant Deputy Secretaries (who she says are on 

board with the issue). Nancy T wants Nancy Rosenau to present “model” and strategies 

used in other states.    Other coalition members need to also be there.  Nancy R will share 

parallels between Texas and PA 

 It was not clear to what extent Nancy T or others have looked at any of our materials so far– 

need additional ways to communicate 

 We want to be sure that there are no children with developmental disabilities living in 

congregate care who get left out of consideration for alternatives.  Need an identified 

person to oversee the situation for ALL children.   

2.  Need some additional actions to working w Nancy T. Who else can we engage and learn from to 

move things forward.   

 Identify opportunities for personal outreach by coalition members to state officials and 

wise advisers they know. 

 Use Members Only page on Imagine Different website to identify who has contacts 

where can we apply leverage  

 Dianna will follow up w Steve Suroviec 

 Liz and Nancy R will follow up with Patty McCool and Nancy Richey 

 Rachel will talk w David Gates, explore value of talking with Brenden Harris (Exec Dep 

Secretary for Adm) 

 Identify what are forums we can participate in to remind folks “what about children?”  

to keep our agenda persistently present.   

3. Co-chairs will draft a thank you email to Nancy T.   

4. Website  

 Website Member-Only password: familyforall  

 Password is all lowercase. Go to www.imaginedifferent.org and click on the "Member Page"  

http://www.imaginedifferent.org/

