
Permanency/Facilitator Meeting 11/29/16      |   On call: Rachel Mann, Dana Olsen, Kate Maus, Nancy Rosenau, Katie Lewis  
PERMANENCY/FACILITATOR CHARGE:    Identify and implement strategies to educate leaders and key stakeholders to inform decision-making 
that applies permanency principles to guide thinking about improvements needed in policies and practices to ensure family life instead of 

congregate care for children with developmental disabilities, specifically including the use of facilitators to achieve permanency. 

APPROACH Permanency/Facilitator discussion To Do 

Networking 
Take stock of existing networks and 
relationships 
 
Suggested examples: 
Identify existing capacity similar to 
facilitator role (e.g. Institutional 
Advocates using “reach in” strategy). 
Identify people with previous experience 
with former permanency service in waiver 
 

Precedent in ODP 

 1987 Permanency service and Home 
Finding service in Consolidated Waiver 

 Discontinued.  Reasons—not used and 
thought to be something Support 
Coordinators should do 

 
Content expertise 

 Connect with SWAN to determine 
willing/able to expand services to work 
with Lifesharing placements and non-
child welfare children 

 
Connect with individuals responsible for 
coordinating between ODP and OCYF on 
permanency around transition 

 

Policy pairing 
Identify key state agency leaders and/or 
influencers 
 
Suggested examples: 
Identify matches from network contacts 
to inform convening event and follow up 
after 
 
 

ODP training arm- Jackie Epstein 

 Share toolkit as basis for training 
 
Office of Policy Development for DHS- Jen 
DeBell 

 Might have background with PA 
Partnership for Children (child advocacy 
group) 

 
Nancy Thaler 
 
 

 



 

 

Leading by convening 
Identify topical convenings and needed 
participants  
 
Suggested examples: 
Organize a series of “think tanks” inviting 
key stakeholders. Invite Allison Barkoff to 
talk about Olmstead and “reach in” 
similarity to facilitator role. 
1. What current work is similar to 

facilitator? 
2. How is it different for children? 
3. What worked and did not from 

previous attempts to implement 
permanency planning?  

Need to figure out scope of each strand to 
address mega-view across strands 
 
Possible topics for LBC events 

 History of permanency planning  

 Facilitator Pilot Project 

 Texas permaenency legislation and 
experience  

 National perspective from Allison 
(example) tying permanency to 
Olmstead planning 

 

Steering - Follow up with deputies 
we met with at Dallas meeting- 
who should be invited to these LBC 
events/meetings (once we’ve 
fleshed out).  Provide preview of 
targeted LBC events within context 
of all five strands 
 
Full Coalition Dec. 16 meeting -
Brainstorm people to invite to LBC 
events  

Ground swell  
Identify key stakeholders to be brought 
along and information to sway them 
 
Suggested examples: 
Disseminate Facilitator Toolkit to key 
stakeholders.  Develop shorter pieces. 
 

Coalition response to ODP regulations for 
facilities & Lifesharing 
 
Coalition response to waiver amendments 

Rachel- send ODP regs to everyone 
in strand 
 
Dana- Review ODP regs and send 
email to group (Rachel, Karen, 
Maureen, Nancy, Katie) with 
summary, where to focus attention 
 
Katie- send Dana email contacts for 
above 
 
Katie- send link to Facilitator Pilot 
Project and chart comparing roles 
of facilitator and support 
coordinators to workgroup 


